
Name, details
Education - Theatre
Born and still lives in Johannesburg
Style of art 
practice - material/conceptual

South Africa
Apartheid - his lived experience - 
make connections to the world

   The Conceptual FrameworkArtist

Artwork

Audience

World

Create a mind map based on the four 
agencies of the Conceptual framework - this 
is a tool we use in the study of Visual Arts.

Look for interaction and connection 
between these agencies. 

The relationship between an 
artwork and an 
audience is informed by 
an artist’s intentions.

Johannesburg, South Africa
Parents were both lawyers
Anti - Apartheid ( System of racial segregation 
in South Africa 1948 - 1994)
Political

Nihilism: (skepticism extreme, rejection of established laws/ institutions, 
anarchy)
Brutalised society

Film, drawing, sculpture, animation, performance.

What is it about his artwork that you have 
experienced?
The actual artwork. “based on something out 
there in the world”

art critics, curators and art historians as well as 
teachers, students, entrepreneurs, patrons and 
other members of the public.

Critics say this: “magic trick”
Kentridge shows how much power is held in the 
suspension of disbelief, and in the hand’s mark 
upon the page.

The audience is anyone who views the 
artwork. This includes historians, 

critics, members of the public (world) 
YOU and the artist. The audience 

provides a response and interpretation 
of the artwork and the artists practice.

The world provides influences that 
inspire the artist to create and the 
audience to interpret. The world 
provides a context and a reference for 
time and place.

An 
artwork 

documents 
and records an 

artist’s 
expressions along 

with aspects of 
history, culture and 
influences on the 
world and society.

The artist is an identity who creates an 
expression of their ideas, emotions, 
beliefs and values. These concepts 
expressed by the artist are influenced 
by their time and place.

Teachers Notes


